cytes of 17 diabetic and 18 obese patients. Results for obese subjects were significantly (P < .01) different from those obtained for 21 healthy subjects. Results for obese and diabetic patients also differed significantly (P < .01), but not those for diabetic and healthy subjects. Hemoglobin, hematocrit, or bicarbonate measurements did not differ among the three groups. 
Materials and Methods
Blood samples were drawn early in the morning from the antecubital vein of fasting individuals and transferred intosiliconized tubes.In the case of diabetic patients, these were drawn before their usual insulin dose.
In the group ofdiabetics, 16 to 56 yearsold (mean, 35.7 E 10.9), one was a man and 16 were women. In the group ofobese patients, 20 to 48 yearsold (mean, 29.4 ± 5.6),three were men and 15 women. Their weight ranged from 114.5to 88.6kg (mean, 102.5kg). 
Results
Our results are presentedin Table 1 (P < 0.01), as it also was (P < 0,01) between the diabetic and obese groups.
It must be added that our sample population was mostly female and therefore no attempt was made to examine possible sex-related differences.
Discussion
We 
